
 

 

Global Studies 4888a: Justice and Emerging Technology 
 

 
Semester 2, 2015-2016 

Monday, 3-6 
CLB-04-04 

Final Exam: April 28th, 9am 
 
INSTRUCTOR
Patrick Taylor Smith 
polspt@nus.edu.sg 
Office: AS1, #04-13 
 
Consultation Hours 
AS1, 04-13 
Monday, 12:30-2:30pm or by appointment 
 
 
COURSE OVERVIEW 
This module examines moral and public policy challenges presented by emergent technologies 
that challenge notions embodied in current institutions and theories of what is natural and what is 
subject to human manipulation, and even create entirely new domains of human activity and 
interest. These new technologies operate globally and often rapidly, generating consequences far 
beyond the location of their users. The module studies how social and political institutions—new 
or old—structure, regulate, develop, and distribute these technologies in accordance with various 
conceptions of justice. 
 
Students will learn to: 

•   Understand and competently deploy theories of global distributive justice and just war 
theory 

•   Critically evaluate these theories and their limitations in the face of new technological 
challenges  

•   Gain knowledge of the risks, benefits, and costs associated with specific, emerging 
technologies  

•   Develop their skill at writing thesis-driven, argumentative papers concerning normative 
topics in the context of technology-related public policy 
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
1. Reading 

Readings will be available electronically on a weekly basis.  
 
The texts for this course are difficult ones, and they have to be read carefully and, most 
important, actively if they are to be understood. Reading in this active way is a time-
consuming process.  You should budget enough time to do all assigned reading carefully 
before class.  Doing the reading is the first and most important requirement if you are to 



 

 

succeed in this course.  I suggest that you complete each week’s readings in the order in 
which they appear on the syllabus. 

 
2. Participation (10%) 

Attendance at all course meeting is strongly encouraged.  Excused absences may be 
arranged in cases of illness, religious holidays, family problems, or other emergency, by 
prior arrangement with the instructor. Participation grades will be determined in part by 
in-class performance and in part by good faith contribution to online discussions.  

 
3.  Response Papers (20%), four essays, each 600 words 

Students will be required to write four short (two page, 600 words) papers in response to 
a reading. Papers are due by the beginning of the class where we will discuss the 
reading. Each papers will be graded both on the accuracy of their account of the paper’s 
argument and on the strength of their objections or extension of that argument. Two 
papers must be completed by Week 6 of the course.  

 
4. Long Essay (40%), 3000-4000 words 

Finally, students will be asked to write a thesis-driven, argumentative paper of at least 
3000 words that explores a normative issue concerning an emerging technology in greater 
detail. The paper will be written in four steps. Overall, the paper will be worth 40% of 
the student’s total grade and each of the four assignments will be worth a percentage of 
that total. 

 
1)   Developing a research question that the professor will vet. (5%) 
2)   A thesis statement along with a brief analysis of the resources the student will 

use to justify it. (5%) 
3)   A rough draft of about 2100 words due four weeks before the end of the 

semester. The instructor will provide detailed feedback and students will be 
evaluated on the extent to which they respond effectively to it. (20%) 

4)   Final paper (70%) 
 
6. Final Exam (30%) 

There will be a final exam on Thursday, April 28th at 9am.. The exam will primarily 
assess the ability of the students to accurately apply and critically evaluate the globally 
oriented normative theories to specific issue areas involving emerging technology. To 
that end, the exam will consist primarily of a series of essay questions where students will 
be asked to both determine what our best theories would say about a particular issue and 
then argue whether that theory is plausible, useful, or appropriate. They would also be 
required to consider and respond to important objections to their arguments.   
 

 
 
ADDITIONAL POLICIES 
 
Late Papers: Late papers will be subject to a penalty of 1/3 letter grade for each day late 
(weekends will count as one day).  Requests for a waiver of the late penalties will be considered 



 

 

if they are made in a timely fashion and supported by a valid, documented reason (typically of a 
medical nature). 
 
Plagiarism: The University treats plagiarism as a very serious offense.  In order to avoid any 
question of plagiarism, please be sure to reference any materials that you quote or paraphrase or 
otherwise incorporate.  The particular format you use for references is unimportant, provided that 
it is clear and consistent throughout. 
 
Get Off the Grid!  Cell phone use is not permitted during class, and laptops and tablets are to be 
used to consult readings and for note-taking purposes only. 
 
Come See Me!  Come and visit me during my office hours, or email me for an appointment, if 
you have a question about the course or would just like to chat. I would be happy to see you! 
 

 
SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND LECTURES 

 
The course is separated broadly into four sections.  
 
Section I: Theories of Justice 
1. January 11th: Introduction  
 
2. January 18th: Theories of Distributive Justice 
   
3. January 25th: Justice and Governance 
 
4. February 1st: Just War Theory 
   
 
Section II: Geoengineering 
 
5. February 8th: Moral Issues in Geoengineering 
  
6. February 15th: Governance and Evaluation 
 
  
7. February 22nd: Recess Session  
 
  
Section III: Human Enhancement 
8. February 29th: Moral Issues in Enhancement, Part I: Gattaca 
   
9. March 7th: Moral Issues, Part II  
 
10. March 14th: Governance 
 



 

 

 
Section IV: Cyberwarfare  
 
11. March 21st: Moral Issues in Cyberwarfare 
  
 Assessment: Rough Draft Due 
 
12. March 28th: Governance 
  
 
 
Section IV: Autonomous Military Weapons Systems 
13. April 4th: Moral Issues in Killer Robots 
  
  
14. April 11th: Governance 
   
 
 Assessment: Final Draft Due 
 
 


